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GUEST EDITORIAL fo r  r elea s e  to  M o n ta n a  N e w s p a p e r s  
Your Turn
By George M. Dennison, President, The University of Montana, and Chair, 
Montana Commission on Community Service
Too often these days, we encounter the term “community service” paired with 
“sentenced to” in news reports. We read about someone “ordered” to perform 
community service as the punishment for one transgression or another. Conceding the 
tremendous value in imposing service so that offenders can do something positive in 
the community, nonetheless the practice undermines something of great value to our 
society. We lose sight of the joyful and hopeful nature of community service -  making 
a difference within and for the community -  as a result of equating service with 
punishment.
To realize its vision, The Montana Commission on Community Service seeks to 
cultivate service as a lifelong habit of the heart -  and to instill in young Montanans an 
ethic of service. Service provides a source of strength and vitality, not only for the 
community, but for those who freely offer their skills and energy for the good of all. The 
commission has seized upon this vision from the realization that service leads directly 
to civic engagement, an attribute of good citizens. We cannot have decent societies 
without good citizens.
To celebrate and foster awareness of this relationship, and with the leadership of 
Governor Judy Martz, the Commission will sponsor the Governor’s Conference on Civic 
Engagement beginning Aug. 23 in Helena. Neither the first nor last such Conference 
on Civic Engagement, this conference will provide the training and resources 
community members need to understand and promote civic engagement. Typically, the 
conference teaches people to become civically engaged themselves and how to 
engage others -  in a word, how to make a difference at the community level. This 
year’s conference offers a living, breathing model for civic engagement. Some of 
Montana’s most successful professionals from a number of fields will come together as 
volunteers. They will offer their time and expertise in an effort to share what they have 
learned the hard way: What works in Montana for Montana.
The presentations cut a wide swath through some of the areas of concern to those 
involved in state and local government, the nonprofit sector, education, and the private 
sector. Topics will run the gamut from how to use the consensus building process to the 
Search Institute’s developmental assets framework, from balanced and restorative 
juvenile justice to volunteer liability issues. The planners have carefully selected the
-more-
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presenters who will offer insights about what they know best. The cadre includes 
professors, school administrators, executive directors and nonproft workers, extension 
agents, and others. This conference also will offer -  for the first time -  a chance to 
participate in the well-known University of Kansas Community Building Institute.
Established by the 1993 Legislature at the request of the governor, The Montana 
Commission on Community Service supports community-based volunteer programs 
focused on critical community needs. The commission does not try to supplant local 
initiatives, but rather seeks to foster and promote them, encouraging all Montana 
citizens to engage in service activities in their communities. The commission accords 
special attention to programs involving youth in the life and work of communities, acting 
on the premise that habits developed early make a difference over a lifetime. In all 
cases, service leads to engagement that helps all Montanans become better citizens. 
The conference presents the opportunity to improve your work at the community level 
by learning from some of the best.
The conference makes available 12 continuing education units (CEUs) approved by the 
Office of Public Instruction for educators; 12 CEUs for Licensed Addiction Counselors 
(LACs), Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors (LCPCs), and Licensed Clinical 
Social Workers (LCSWs); and 12 POST credits for law enforcement and corrections 
professionals. What a wonderful way to meet others who share your interests, improve 
your competencies, and enjoy the company of your peers and co-workers! Join us at 
the Governor’s Conference on Civic Engagement: August 23 -  24 at the Red Lion 
Colonial in Helena. Call Sherrie Downing (443-0580), Dorothy Bradshaw (443-0381), or 
Dan Anderson (449-6003) or visit http://www.state.mt.us/MCSN/ for more information.
